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Our Cover

This issue features the winners of the QST
Key Competition, and while the Frank-n-Key
by John Portune, WENBC, wasn’t an official
winner, it scared up so much admiration
among the judges, we decided to showcase
it on the cover. John's Frankenstein-themed
straight key is designed to look like a knife
switch of the type that might be seen in a
mad scientist’s laboratory. The balts in the
creature’s neck actually hold the electrical
contacts for the key, and the lightning bolt
lights up when the key is pressed. When
not in use, the key can be laid to rest in its
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coffin-shaped storage box. Congratulations
to John on this monstrously good build, and
to the winners of the QST Key Competition,
who can be seen on page 74.
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QST Congratulates its

Key Competition Winners!

The judges gathered in late July
to evaluate more than two dozen
entries in the 2019 QST Key
Competition. Each was a mech-
anical work of art, but there could
only be one winner in each of the
four key categories:

¢ Straight
¢ Semiautomatic/Bug
¢ Paddle

¢ Sideswiper

Winners were chosen based on
ingenuity of design, ergonomics
of operation, and overall crafts-
manship.

The winning straight
key by Ron Spooner,
WG6FIF, was inspired
by “steampunk”
aesthetics.
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And the Winners Are...

Straight Key
Ron Spooner, WEFIF

Semiautomatic/Bug
Gary Johnson, NA6O

Paddle
Juergen Malner, NV1Q

Sideswiper
Stan Levandowski, WB2LQF

And although it didn’t win the top
spot in the straight key category, the
Frank-n-Key by John Portune,
WG6NBC, caught the eye of the QST
staff, which is why we chose to
showcase it on the cover of this
issue. If you'd like to learn more
about the Frank-n-Key, go to
www.arrl.org/gst-in-depth and
scroll down to the “October” row.
There you can download a zip file
packed with text, illustrations, and
photos.

We thank the members of the ARRL
Headquarters staff that participated
in they key judging, as well as ARRL
Laboratory staff members Bob
Allison, WB1GCM:; Paul Cianciolo,
W1VLF, and Pete Turbide, W1PT,
who set up our judging area.

Gary Johnson, NAGO,
won the semiautomatic
category with this superbly

designed key.




Members of the
ARRL Headquarters
staff evaluate the
entries. [Becky
Schoenfeld,
W1BXY, photo]
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This winning
sideswiper key by
Stan Levandowski,

WB2LQF, is light and
easy to use.

Juergen Malner, NV1Q,
submitted the winning
entry in the Paddle
category with his
“Opto-Keyer.”
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